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Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell

This highly acclaimed work contains the elements of persuasion, expository, and
narrative and will serve as an introduction to 11* Language and Composition

To read and reflect on the work in its entirety
To understand how a writer uses language & choices to create message and
meaning

Students should purchase a copy of the book. This will provide an opportunity
for annotation and allow students to begin building their own libraries.

In addition to reading the book (including the introduction and the epilogue),
students will annotate the book focusing on the following areas.

o RC-rhetorical choice: the author’s purposeful use choice that helps
illustrate or strengthen the author’s claim for that particular chapter.
Please reference this video from Coach Hall Writes or this handout
from Dr. David Joliffe, former chief reader for the AP Lang and
Composition test, for more information about rhetorical choices.

e PO-personal observation: moments in the text that create a thought
from your own life whether it be an emotional connection or a shared
experience

e AC — author’s claim: place this at the end of each chapter — what
claim about success does Gladwell develop in this chapter?

We highly recommend you either label your annotations with a code

(PO, RC, AC) or use colored sticky notes to indicate the type of notation

you make. Do not merely label a particular portion of the passage. Comments
are required to explain your thoughts.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MheCg8x9W9A
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A34WfcE_e5j0NciQZl0b0Sg45tQ9C5tm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A34WfcE_e5j0NciQZl0b0Sg45tQ9C5tm/view?usp=sharing

Please see the examples below for some guidance on how to complete your annotations.

CHAPTER ONE

The Matthew Effect

“FOR UNTO EVERYONE THAT HATH SHALL
BE GIVEN, AND HE SHALL HAVE ABUNDANCE.
BUT FROM HIM THAT HATH NOT SHALL BE
TAKEN AWAY EVEN THAT WHICH HE HATH.”

— MATTHEW 25:29

1.

One warm, spring day in May of 2007, the Medicine Hat
Tigers and the Vancouver Giants met for the Memorial
Cup hockey championships in Vancouver, British Colum-
bia. The Tigers and the Giants were the two finest teams in
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to the relatively youngest group in their class are under-
represented by about 11.6 percent. That initial difference
in maturity docsn't go away with time, It persists. And for
thousands of students, that initial disadvantage is the dif-
ference between going to college—and having a real shot
2t the middle class—and not*

“I mean, its ridiculous,” Dhuey says. “Ifs outland-
ish that our arbitrary choice of cutoff dates is causing

Even more social phenomena can be linked to relcive age. Barns:
ley and two collesgues,for instance, once found that studenss whe
atempe suicide are also more likely 10 be born in the second half ot
the school year. Their explanation is that poorer school performance
can lead to depression. The connection between reltive age b S0
cide, however, isn't nearly as pronounced as the correlation beteer
birth date and athletic success.

You will be evaluated for annotations in three areas:

e Consistency of annotations throughout the work
e Variety of focus comments PO, RC, AC
o Depth of comments

OUTLIERS

6.

Before the Memorial Cup final, Gord Wasden— the father
of one of the Medicine Hat Tigers—stood by the side
of the ice, talking about his son Scott. He was wearing
2 Medicine Hat baseball cap and a black Medicine Hat
Toshirt. “When he was four and five years old,” Wasden
remembered, “his little brother was in a walker, and he
would shove a hockey stick in his hand and they would
play hockey on the floor in the kitchen, morning till ight.
Scott always had a passion for it. He played rep hockey
throughout his minor-league hockey career. He always
made the Triple A teams. As a first-year peewee or a first-
year bantam, he always played on the [top] rep team.”
Wasden was clearly nervous: his son was about to play in
the biggest game of his life. “He’s had to work very hard
for whatever he's got. I'm very proud of him.”

Those were the ingredients of success at the high-
est level: passion, talent, and hard work. But there was
another element. When did Wasden first get the sense that
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This assignment will be due August 8, 2025 along with a comprehensive test. Your teacher will go
over this assignment again at the start of the school year. While you are NOT expected to annotate
every page (or even every other page) the expectation is to be consistent and thorough.

For further clarification, please email Mrs. Schultz: schultz.mara@cusd80.com or Mrs. Vincent:

vincent.lylah@cusd80.com



mailto:schultz.mara@cusd80.com
mailto:vincent.lylah@cusd80.com

	Outliers 
	book cover 
	 

